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Parish contact details:-
Team Rector:
The Reverend Bob Kenway
Email: rakenway@gmail.com
Tel: 01249 812340
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Linda Carter
Email: lscarter@btinternet.com
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Teresa Michaux
Email: tmx256@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Sadie Kenway,
Church House,
30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU
Email: calnepcc@gmail.com 
Tel: 01249 816522

A Prayer for Summer
Take time to have hope, you are a child of God.

Let’s put ourselves into the hands of the Lord, and pray that
God will bless us and our families during the wonderful 

months of summer.
May we all help make our home a place of relaxation,

joy, love, peace and safety.

Amen                              

Church addresses - No services are taking place during the crisis
Holy Trinity Church, Quemerford, Calne, London Rd, Wiltshire, SN11 0AR

St. Mary’s Church, Church Street, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 0HU
St. Peter’s Church, Blackland, Calne, Wiltshire, SN11 8UQ

Website: www.parishofcalneandblackland.org.uk
Find us on facebook @stmaryschurchcalne

Look out in both these places for information about online 
worship during the corona virus lockdown
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Church House is closed during the corona virus crisis.



The Viennese psychiatrist, Victor
Frankl, who survived imprison-
ment in the death camp

of Auschwitz, noted that an
increasing number of people were
coming to him and others, not
because of some conventional
mental illness or neurotic distur-
bance, but because they were
overwhelmed with a sense of total
meaninglessness in their lives.

Karl Jung had noticed the
same vacuum of meaning as the
cause of much illness: “meaninglessness
inhibits fullness of life and is therefore the
equivalent of illness. Meaning makes a
great many things endurable-perhaps
everything”.

Coronavirus has made us all think
about life and its meaning. In the West
there is a sense of meaninglessness now as
a result of the epidemic. We have lost a
sense of purpose and direction,
formerly supplied by all
sorts of things, and find
that there is now no
overreaching meaning
to life. For many during
lockdown this sense
of meaning has been
rediscovered in terms of
family or in care for our
garden or house.

The loss of point and purpose in
the Western world however is also because
of the embrace of a materialistic world
view, we have everything to live with, but
less to live for. Roger Scruton talks of this:
“in our technological age, we acquire an
increasing grasp of the means to our goals,
and a decreasing grasp of the reasons why
we should pursue them”.

The fact of the matter is that we
increasingly need meaning and crave

dreams. That is why as the
Church of St Mary’s we hope
that many members of the
community will share the
Vision of God. Kenneth Kirk a
Bishop of Oxford believed that
this was the most important
aspect of Christian practice.
We have a lovely church build-
ing, we work together as a
community and we enjoy the

presence of God amongst us. As
Christians we need to have a purpose
in life that is more than self-aggrandis-
ement, more than just a transitory
enjoyment of fame, wealth and status.
What many people during the coron-
avirus have rediscovered is a Common
Good, working to produce a  better
world with the resources that have
been given to all people who live in our

community.
Of course our primary mean-

ing is to be found in God. That is
the core of what our Vision is
about, not least because of what
Jesus had to teach, by word and
deed, and it has relevance today.

It is an experience of our encounter
with God and the affirmation of

faith that fills our lives with direction
and meaning. Our parish was estab-
lished a long time age. Within it we can
find a sense of meaning as we seek to
make a difference to the world in which
we live.

Looking forward Dag Hammerskold
said:- “For the past thanks, to the
future Yes”.

Revd Jeremy Cresswell

Thought for July
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Since March with the restrictions of
‘lockdown’ we have not been able to
say proper goodbyes to people who

would have had their funerals in church. It’s
been difficult for so many families and
friends. In April and May this year we said
farewell to a number of people who have been
very much a part of our parish community.

At the end of April Graham Smith died
after a long period of illness. A talented
artist and teacher, Graham continued in
this role leading the St Mary’s drawing
group for the last few years. He was a great
champion for the CR Ashbee Arts and Craft
works at St Mary’s. In May Herbie Nott died
after a period in residential care. Herbie was
a real ecumenist worshipping at the
Methodist church on a Sunday morning
and at St Mary’s with Esther and the family
for Evensong.

On Friday 22nd May farewells were
made to Christina Cook (formerly Whyte) and
Marilyn Brown. Both were clergy widows
from Calne. Marilyn was married to Rev’d
Glyn Brown who was Vicar of Bromham
until he retired in 1998. Sadly Glyn died
shortly afterwards and Marilyn moved into
Calne with her family living in Back Road.
She had been a teacher and an energetic
organiser of parish events in Bromham. She
worshipped on a Sunday at St Peter’s
church Devizes but would also attend the
Eucharist at St Mary’s on Fridays. As she
developed Alzheimer’s she spent her final
years at Marden Court and latterly at
Hayward Care Centre in Devizes.

Many will remember Christina Cook
who had been married to Rev’d David
Whyte who had served his curacy in Calne
and continued his priestly ministry here
until his sudden death in 2006. Both David

and Christina had served with the London
City Mission and they brought that experi-
ence with them to Calne where they came
to retire. It was an active retirement. Few
will forget their initiative to establish a live
outdoor nativity in the town complete with
donkey (thanks to Isabel Gage). After
David's death Christina met Charles Cook
whilst on a coach holiday. The relationship
blossomed and they were married at St
Mary’s church in 2011. It was a happy day
when many from the parish shared in their
celebration. As both Christina and Charles
became frail they moved into The Fairway
residential home. Sadly Charles died in
February this year and Christina in May.

At the end of May we learnt that Audrey
Lloyd had died at Kingston House, Derry
Hill. Audrey had lived at Horsebrook Park
for many decades having been a teacher at
Holy Trinity School. She was another very
active member of the parish as a member
of St Mary’s choir and a key part of the
Calne branch of the Mothers' Union. She
was one of the founding members of 'Busy
Beavers’ sewing group that for several
years made and repaired parish vestments,
altar frontals and banners.

At some point in the future I know we
will be able to hold thanksgivings for the
people we have known and loved. Still we
commend them to God in thanksgiving for
their lives.

Revd Bob Kenway

Farewells and thanksgivings from the parish family

Jesus said: “There are many rooms in my Father’s house,
and I am going to prepare a place for you. I would not 

tell you this if it were not so”.
John 14. 2



S o m e t i m e s
the team has an
idea about what
might look good
in a service. For
example, for one
service it was suggested that a video of a
flickering candle would be a good idea.
Now, one of the things we have to be care-
ful about when producing YouTube videos
is copyright. This is why we cannot use
music CDs or videos in what we produce.
I thought, therefore, that I should make
my own video of a flickering candle.
Initially I planned to wait until it was dark
to do this - I felt it would be more effec-
tive. But then I realised I could film in the
front of the garage where it is always dark.
I set up my camera on a tripod and placed
the candle carefully and lit it. All was look-
ing good - but then I realised that -
because I was in the garage there was no
movement of air. The candle flame was
too still, and it did not look like a video. I
started to wave my arms around to give
some movement on the candle flame! If
you watch it carefully you can see when I
got a bit carried away and almost blew it
out!

Eventually all the different parts of the
service arrive on our PC - either by email
or shared drives. Then the video gets edit-
ed. I put in the music and add the words,
with an appropriate background. I also

A new way 
of leading 
worship
Dear reader, your editors thought

you might be interested in hearing
how the ministry team are making

the worship videos that you are watching
on YouTube. I hope you will find this
interesting as we reveal the secrets of the
production process. We meet as a ministry
team for the Benefice using Zoom near the
beginning of the week. At this meeting we
plan what the service style will be and any
special aspects. For example, for Pentecost
we decided to have the Acts reading in as
many different languages as we could
arrange. One of the team volunteers to
take on the overall organisation for the
Sunday’s video; selecting the liturgy and
ensuring everyone in the team gets a copy.
The different parts of the service are divided
up between the team members, also any
other participants are contacted to ensure
they are able to take part. We choose the
hymns and the organist/pianist to play for
the service.

There is then a bit of a lull while all the
separate parts of the service are recorded.
Though some people who take part do not
have the technical ability to record them-
selves, this can easily be overcome by me
inviting them to a Zoom meeting. In the
meeting I can hide my video and record
the meeting with just the person in the
video. The recording ends up on our PC
making it very easy for people who aren’t
very technical to be involved in the services.

Above: Computer screen images from the 
Sunday Morning YouTube Service.
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The Government gave permission for
Churches to open for private prayer

from 13th June. Following a Standing
Committee meeting and approval from
the PCC it is expected that Holy Trinity
will be the first of our churches to open. A
thorough deep clean will be carried out
and a risk assessment will be done with
the aim being to open on 27th June from
12-4pm. Further details will be available
once we are able to open churches safely.

Calne Food Bank is operating from Church House during the Corona Virus lock-
down. Opening hours for those in need of food or to receive donations are Tuesday
and Friday 12 noon-4pm. Phone 01249 816522 before visiting.

Churches Reopening for Private Prayer

put the responses that people say during
the service, putting a background behind
the words to make them easier to read.

Editorial Team:-
Sue Twyman, Jane Ridgwell and Jack Robinson.
Illustration, Graphic Design and Layout:- Alex Grenfell.

And finally...
If you organise any groups or events in the parish and would like them to be included
in this newsletter then get in touch with the editors.
We would also love to have articles about the different groups in the parish to spread
the word more widely and encourage people to come along.
Please Email or give copies of items to us in plenty of time for the next newsletter, the
deadline is 10th of the preceding month.

email: cbp.news.editor@gmail.com

Some services are more work than others
at this stage, putting together all the parts
of the Acts reading for the Pentecost serv-
ice took a while!

Once the video has been edited, I then
upload it to YouTube. Once it is there I
send the link round the Ministry Team so
they can check it. If everyone is happy
with it then the link is sent round to people
on the various email lists in the Benefice.
Then we can all relax until the next week
when the process starts all over again!

Steven Colby


