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Parish contact details:-
Team Rector:
The Reverend Bob Kenway
Email: rakenway@gmail.com
Tel: 01249 812340
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Linda Carter
Email: lscarter@btinternet.com
Team Vicar:
The Reverend Teresa Michaux
Email: tmx256@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Administrator:
Mrs. Sadie Kenway,
Church House,
30 Church Street, Calne, SN11 0HU
Email: calnepcc@gmail.com 
Tel: 01249 816522
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 to 12:30
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Prayer for Candlemas - 2nd February
Lord, inspire us with your love so that we in turn may hope to 

bring light to those with whom we live and work. Daily renew in us 
all the sense of joy, filling every corner of our hearts with love and 
gladness so that we may be diffusers of life and meet all that comes 
with gallant and high-hearted happiness, giving you thanks always 

for all things.

(If you have a favourite prayer please send it to the editors for inclusion 
in a future newsletter.)

Our family of Churches in the Parish

Holy Trinity 
Church,

Quemerford,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0AR

St. Mary’s 
Church.

Church Street,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 0HU

St. Peter’s 
Church.

Blackland,
Calne, Wiltshire,

SN11 8UQ
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Taking Steps

H
ere we are, in the second month of
the new year, and with each
month, each week and each day

we are taking steps. Where these steps take
us is largely down to chance but also to the
choices we make. For chance is made up of
different choices, so we make of each
chance what we will. Since Christmas,
some will have taken steps towards los-
ing weight, or to adopting a
healthier lifestyle. Splendid,
and good luck with that!
Some may have taken steps
into a new project, or an
educational programme.
Good luck with that, too.
Very commendable.

Time passes, whether
we like it or not, and we
all take steps into the
possibilities this new
year opens up before us.
Over Christmas my
imagination was caught
by the amount we don’t
know about the whole of
the Nativity story, for it neither
began nor ended in a manger
in the stable. A new baby was
born, with all the possibilities in the
world stretching before him. How did his
parents, Mary and Joseph, feel, knowing
that their child was somehow special? All
new babies are special, but an angel from
the Lord had announced this one, and
another angel had reassured his father,
Joseph, it would all be alright. What had
captured my attention was a reference to a
painting by Leonardo da Vinci, which
hangs in the Louvre, called “The Virgin
and Child with St Anne”. St Anne being
the mother of Mary, so the grandmother
of Jesus. The painting of these three forms
a trinitarian pattern illustrating the fulfil-

ment of God’s purpose; and added to this
is a lamb which the baby Jesus is leaning
down to fondle. The lamb is the sacrificial
lamb, which the grown-up Jesus will him-
self become. But what are the thoughts
running through Mary’s and Anne’s
heads? Do they see the lamb as the symbol
of what is to become of their new boy? I

doubt it, and if they did, I think they
would have done all they could to

dissuade Jesus from making the
choices he made and taking

the chances he selected that
would take him to the
Cross.

Parents and grand-
parents want only what
is best for their children
and grandchildren, and
that desire becomes
their prayer. It was surely
thus for Mary and her
mother, as they watched

Jesus grow up, sometimes
bringing them great joy;

sometimes bringing them
much heartache. Each year,

each month and each day Anne
and Mary - and Jesus, too - took

steps, made the most of the chances
and opportunities, always watched over
and guided by God.

In all the steps we take, in all the
chances that come our way, the opportu-
nities we are given, God is with us. We
have no idea what lies ahead, like Jesus we
have only our trust in God to guide us. So
this year let us be more aware of the
chances and changes about us that affect
the lives of ourselves and others, and let us
support one another by our prayers for
what is best for them all.

Revd. Lois Cater
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A
t the end of 2019, the
original Heart for Calne
organising team dis-

banded with Liz and Rachel
stepping down; however,
the prayer times will continue
throughout 2020 thanks to
many volunteers who have
offered to host and lead in
their homes or churches
this year while we wait to
see if God can bring some
inspiration for shaping the
future direction of Heart for
Calne. We have always seen
ourselves not as a prayer
‘group’ but a prayer ‘time’
for our town and communi-
ty - anyone is WELCOME to

come any time without
feeling obliged to come
every time. We have been
so blessed to meet regular-
ly to pray with Christians
from other churches, and
we trust that the town has
been blessed with answers
to our prayers. For further
information, please speak
to John Keller, Kathryn
Miller or Liz Roberts or con-
tact the organisers listed
below:

Contact: Marina Stewart
(01249 817897), Adrian
Bray (07519 518738 - until
31 March 2020) and John
Keller (01249 816314)

Heart for Calne - prayer for our town

Hopefully you will have seen the local publicity about Holy Trinity Churchyard.
The PCC have applied to close the churchyard to new burials, except for in cer-
tain circumstances.This is because the churchyard is nearly full and there is very

limited space left. This will not have any implications for the future use of Holy Trinity
Church and the churchyard will continue to be open for people to visit the existing
graves.

Burials will be allowed for: ‘Any member of the family of the person or persons
previously buried in that grave’ or for ‘Any member of the family for which that
grave space has been reserved’.

A decision will be made by the Ministry of Justice in February and if the application
is approved Holy Trinity Churchyard will have the status of a ‘closed churchyard’, which
is the same as the churchyard of St Mary’s Church. Speak to Clergy, Churchwardens,
members of the PCC  or check our Web Site for more information (See back cover).

Holy Trinity Churchyard

Bells of St Mary's

D
id you enjoy hearing the church
bells over Christmas? or did you
think that they sounded quieter

this year?  If so, this is because for most of
the Christmas services we only had 6

ringers instead of the 8 we need to ring
all 8 bells. We need to recruit 5 new
members this year. Full training will be
given. E-mail calne@sdgr.org.uk for more
information.
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Our Crib Service was set in the
Canadian Arctic! Our children and
young people acted a story of 2

scientists in search of a polar bear. In
their search they were waylaid by 3
shepherds from Bethlehem looking for a
baby! It was a real adventure with pup-
pets taking on various roles: angels, wolf,
seal and owl. The narrators popped out
from an igloo and the scientists rode
around in a snowmobile - both expertly
created by the props department. It
was not your average Nativity but
we all finished up gathered around

An Arctic Nativity:Christmas 2019

St Mary’s crib which had been refurbished
by members of the “Wednesday Club”. Oh
and by the way, baby Jesus aside, a giant
polar bear (Bjorn) did in the end make a
special guest appearance! You may be
wondering “why?” - and you’d not be
alone! It was inspired by the 17C Canadian
Carol “Jesus is born - in excelsis gloria”
which expresses the Nativity story in terms
of the cultural images of First Nation
Canadians. Great fun was had by all.

Revd. Bob Kenway
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Forthcoming events in the Parish

Mothers Union
Are meeting on Tuesday 11th February at 1.50 pm in Church House

when Teresa and John Michaux will be talking about their time in Africa 

Soup-er Lunch Friday 21st February 12:30 to 1:30pm
Lunch of homemade soup, bread and cheese...

followed by Cameo - “Come and meet each other”
2.00pm to 4.00pm ...you’ll be welcomed with a cup of tea ...board games,

and there’s a time to chat and then tea scones, cakes and goodies.
both events downstairs at Church House.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 1st February at 9.00am in Divine Café, Church Street

Information and bookings, contact Kenneth Addison tel: 814843

Ladies’ Lunch
Wednesday 19th February the Ladies Lunch will be in the Italian Restaurant

“Antica Roma Ristorante”, The Strand at 12.00 for 12.30pm
To book, contact Mary Barker tel: 811533

Heart for Calne 
Christians with a heart for prayer meeting in unity to pray for the town

on Saturday 15th February 10 - 11 am at 7, Back Road
for details contact Marina Stewart, tel 817897

FOSM Coffee Morning,
with Craft Stalls

Saturday 1st February 10.00 am to 12.00 Noon 
in St.Mary’s Church

Wednesday February 26th - Ash Wednesday
Services at St.Mary's Church

10.00 am Eucharist plus ashing
7.00 pm Ash Wednesday service plus ashing
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“The Son of God”

H
e was born in a barn, his father a
carpenter, and his mother a
decent woman, but they were of

no significance, and certainly couldn't
have afforded to give the boy a private
education. And yet, as a teenager, he was
arguing the toss with his elders and betters
in the council chambers.

He never got a proper job, just roamed
around the countryside, unshaven, and
living off bread and water and the occa-
sional fish, while offering his opinions to
those who cared to listen.

He became the manager of a football team
known as The Disciples, not one of them a
star, in fact the twelfth man rather let the side
down by accepting a transfer fee of thirty
pieces of silver to play for the opposition.

The authorities eventually arrested him
as a rabble-rouser, but couldn’t decide
what to charge him with, other than the
fact he claimed he was the Son of God.

They strung him up with a couple of
criminals, and when he finally gave up the
ghost, rather assumed that would be the
last they’d hear of him.

Editorial Team:-
Sue Twyman, Jane Ridgwell and Jack Robinson.
Illustration, Graphic Design and Layout:- Alex Grenfell.

And finally...
If you organise any groups or events in the parish and would like them to be included in
this newsletter then get in touch with the editors.
We would also love to have articles about the different groups in the parish to spread the
word more widely and encourage people to come along.
Please Email or give copies of items to us in plenty of time for the next newsletter, the
deadline is 10th of the preceding month.

email: cbp.news.editor@gmail.com

The Disciples were relegated at the end
of the season; in fact the captain denied on
more than one occasion that he’d ever
been a member of His team.

When He died at the age of thirty-three,
there were no obituaries in the local press
reporting his achievements, no glossy
supplements highlighting his colourful
career, no radio programmes to discuss his
legacy, and no box sets recording any of his
miracles.

But then, He’d never relied on focus
groups to advise him on current trends, or
advertising gurus to spend millions pro-
moting his brand, or spin doctors to
sharpen his image, and he didn’t require
social media to keep his followers up to
date, so you could be forgiven for assum-
ing he’d be forgotten in a few days.

So how can one explain that over two
thousand years later,

Jesus Christ is still the best-known
celebrity on earth?

Could it just be that He was...
the Son of God?

By Jeffrey Archer 



For more information please see
www.parishofcalneandblackland.org.uk

Time
8.00am
9.30am

9.15am

10.00am
10.45am

6.00pm

10.00am

6.30pm to
7.00pm
10.00am

3.30-5.30pm
2.30-4.00pm

6.30-7.00pm
12.00pm
2.00pm

7.00pm
7.30pm
9.00am

Activity
Holy Communion
Family Service - Second Sunday
of the month.
Holy Communion other Sundays
(Book of Common Prayer)
Family service-First Sunday of
the month only
Parish Eucharist
Morning Prayer - First Sunday
of the month.
Holy Communion other Sundays
Evensong (There will be no
evening services till next spring)
SMUF’S parent and toddler
group.
NOTE only during term times.
Parish Prayers-check notices
for location.
Holy Communion (Mothers’
Union corporate Service first
Wednesday of the mouth).
Wednesday Club for 5-11s.
Cuppa and Company.

Christian Meditation.
Holy Communion.
Cameo-Come And Meet Each
Other
NOTE only 3rd Friday of the
month.
Choir Practice.
Bell-ringing Practice.
Men’s Breakfast (1st Sat).

Place
St. Mary’s
St. Peter’s

Holy Trinity

St. Mary’s
Holy Trinity

St. Peter’s

Church House

Various

St. Mary’s

Church House
Church House

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s
Church House

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s
Various

Day
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday


